
Identify the fallacy each passage commits. (Strawman, complex question, equivocation, red 
herring, false dichotomy.) 

1. “Will you follow your conscience instead of your pocketbook and donate to the cause?”  
2.  Rida: “I believe sport hunting is immoral.” 

Michael: “So you want us all to be vegetarians because animals are more important than 
people?” 

3.  “America: Love It or Leave It.” 
4.  A down-and-out musician was playing the violin in the middle of a big shopping mall. He 

had his violin case open so that passersby could drop in donations. Then a burly security 
guard marched over and asked him, “May I see your permit?” “I haven’t got one,” the 
musician confessed. “In that case you’ll have to accompany me.” “Splendid. What shall we 
sing?” 

5.  "I'm so hurt that Todd broke up with me, Mom.” 
"Just think of all the starving children in Africa, honey. Your problems will seem pretty 
insignificant then.” 

6.  “When did the leprechaun cover you in baby oil?” 
7.  The theory of evolution holds that humans came from chimpanzees. But if that were true, 

then why are chimpanzees still around? Shouldn’t they have evolved into humans by now? 
That makes me think the theory of evolution is false.” 

8.  Abbott: Well, let's see, we have on the bags, Who's on first, What's on second, I Don't Know 
is on third... 
Costello: That's what I want to find out. 
Abbott: I say Who's on first, What's on second, I Don't Know's on third. 
Costello: Are you the manager? 
Abbott: Yes. 
Costello: You gonna be the coach too? 
Abbott: Yes. 
Costello: And you don't know the fellows' names? 
Abbott: Well I should. 
Costello: Well then who's on first? 
Abbott: Yes.  

9.  I don't think that there should be marriage among homosexuals. Anyway, taxes on married 
people are high. I think that taxes on the married are just ridiculous. 

10.  “Since the universe could not have been created out of nothingness, it must have been 
created by an intelligent life force. . . .”  

11.   After Ariyah said that we should put more money into health and education, Will responded 
by saying that he was surprised that Ariyah hates our country so much that she wants to 
leave it defenseless by cutting military spending. 

12.   I have worked hard to help eliminate criminal activity. What we need is economic growth 
that can only come from the hands of leadership. 

13.   “I went out to get a soda, and I saw the dead body.” 
“Did your murder him before or after you got the soda?” 



14.   Feathers are light. What is light cannot be dark. Therefore, feathers are not dark. 
15.   Would you rather pursue your passion or be stuck in a 9-to-5 job? 
16.   It’s locker room talk, and it’s one of those things. I will knock the hell out of ISIS. We’re 

going to defeat ISIS. ISIS happened a number of years ago in a vacuum that was left 
because of bad judgment. And I will tell you, I will take care of ISIS. 

17.   The priest told me I should have faith. I have faith that my son will do well in school this 
year. Therefore, the priest should be happy with me. 

18.   A guy goes into a bar, approaches the bartender, and says, “I’ve been working on a top 
secret project on molecular genetics for the past five years and I’ve just got to talk to 
someone about it.” The bartender says, “Wait a minute. Before we talk about that, just 
answer a few questions. When a deer defecates, why does it come out like little pellets?” 
The guy doesn’t know. The bartender then asks, “Why is it that when a dog poops, it lands 
on the ground and looks like a coiled rope?’ The guy, again, says, “I don’t have any idea.” 
The bartender then says, “You don’t know crap and you want to talk about molecular 
genetics?”  

19.   “Have you repented your sins?” 
20.   If you don't use our beauty products, you'll never look youthful.
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